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Davna Rosenfield is twelve 
years old, and in 7th grade at 
Don Haskins Pk-8 school. She 
just celebrated her Bat Mitzvah 
drawing on many years of Jewish 
education here in El Paso. She 
has two brothers, two dogs, 
loves making art, and singing. 
Additionally, and as an avid reader, 
she competes academically in 
UIL (University Interscholastic 
League) and was recently inducted 
into the National Junior Honor 
Society. She also enjoys volleyball 
and swimming in her free time. 
She currently volunteers with 
the young children at the Chabad 
Hebrew school. Her parents are 
Lauren Eisenberg and Adam 
Rosenfield. 

What value do we need most in 
our world today?
The value we need most in our 
world today is kindness.  You 
never know how a small kind 

gesture can change somebody’s 
life. 

Who Is your favorite Jewish 
hero?
My favorite Jewish hero is Anne 
Frank. Her story is so unbelievable, 
and it makes me cringe knowing 
that happened only ~75 years ago. 
I simply could not imagine living 
in that world, and I admire her 
courage and bravery. The book 
should be a beacon for change in 
the world. 

What is the best thing about 
being part of our Jewish 
community?
The best thing about being part of 
this Jewish community is getting 
to come together and support one 
another. I love coming to services 
on Shabbat or high holidays and 
seeing everyone together and 
getting to socialize with people I 
don’t see every day. The sense of 

having a community is the best 
part. 

What makes you so proud of 
your Judaism?
The thing that makes me so proud 
of my Judaism is being able to 
look back on what happened to us, 
and how much we had to fight to 
gain religious freedom.  I am so 
very proud to be Jewish because 
of the sacrifices my ancestors and 
others made allowing me to be 
able to practice freely.   I am also 
proud that our religion is centered 
around tzedakah and helping those 
in need.  

What do you enjoy most about 
going to Jewish overnight 
summer camp and why would 
you recommend it to others?
Jewish summer camp is the 
highlight of my year. I attend 
Greene Family Camp in 
Bruceville, Texas. I always elect 
to the longest session (~3 weeks), 
because I love it so much and get 
to see friends that I’ve not seen all 
year. The camp experience itself 
is just magical. The activities are 
so fun and entertaining, and the 
friendships last a lifetime. On 
Shabbat, we come together for an 
awesome meal, but the singing and 
dancing is by far my favorite part. 

The services are also interactive 
through story and song. I would 
strongly recommend Jewish 
overnight camp to anybody who 
wants a really fun, exciting, and 
memorable experience. There are 
so many other Jewish people from 
across the state (and the country) 
and it’s just so great to get to 
know them. I’m happy to speak 
to anybody who is thinking about 
going!  You won’t regret it!
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Wednesday, November 9 | 11:30am – 1pm 
@ Keystone Heritage Park 

Join us at the park for a Concert and delicious lunch.

Registration required by Wednesday, November 2
Transportation available from

Las Cruces at 10:30 am

Please call Jewish El Paso to arrange transportation via 
Shalom Shuttle 915-842-9554

Concert in the Park
featuring a performance 

by Camerata Del Sol

Camerata del Sol is an innovative group of top-notch musicians from Las Cruces, 
El Paso and Ciudad Juárez that seeks to bring unique chamber music experiences 

to the region. Founded by NMSU professor and Latin Grammy award winning 
violinist Daniel Vega-Albela, Camerata was conceived to explore the string 
ensemble repertoire that full symphonies seldom perform due to the large 

nature of those orchestras. Camerata Del Sol is a 15-piece, conductorless ensem-
ble that requires each of its members to be responsible for bringing every score 
we prepare to life as well as to become an integral part of the creative process.



On Thanksgiving we are grateful for 
the harvest, loved ones, communal 
values, life, and even for this far 
from perfect country. But like in a 
Jewish house of mourning when 
Shabbat begins, occasionally our 

mourning pauses. There is some 
goodness here. Let us give thanks.
Below is an invocation delivered in 
January 1852 before the New York 
State Legislature by Rabbi Isaac 
Mayer Wise, a founder of Reform 
Judaism who served in Albany. It 
was published in The Asmonean 
(January 30, 1852):

          [God], thou governest 
the universe with wisdom 
and power; thou directest the 
destinies of nations with grace 
and justice; and the sacred laws 
according to which thou rulest 
are eternal and immutable, are 
imprinted on nature’s forehead, 
are written in letters of fire 
on [a person]’s innermost 
scroll, are an eternal evidence 

of thy unbounded benignity, 
of thy unlimited grace and 
imperceptible wisdom. Feeble 
and imperfect as our intellect is, 
still thou has bestowed upon us 
as much of the celestial light as 
to know that liberty and justice 
are the fundamental principles 
of thy universal and sovereign 
government, and that it is [a 
person]’s superior duty to 
imitate thy works and attributes.
          Gracious God of 
[humankind], mayest thou be 
pleased when the [people] of 
our choice faithfully discharge 
their sacred duties towards 
their country and their fellow 
[human being]; bless them 
with thy divine assistance, 

and enlighten them with thy 
profound wisdom; let their 
hearts be pure and their 
understanding capacious, in 
order that they be not misled by 
partiality and selfish interests; 
that they may never forget the 
confidence rested in them by 
their fellow citizens, and the 
sacred obligations they have to 
answer to before thee. 
          Let truth be the basis, 
glory and prosperity of our 
country, the superstructure of 
their legislation; so, thy will, O 
God of love and truth, be done 
now and evermore. Amen.

(Available courtesy of the American 
Jewish Archives in Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Edited for gender)
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Name: Julián F. González Herrell
Branch: 1970-1973 US Navy
Rank: PHAN, US Navy
Served: 1970 - 1973

Name: Mike Batkin
Branch: US Army
Rank: Sergeant
Served: 1968 - 1971

Name: Brian Kanof
Branch: US Army Signal Crops 
Rank: Major
Served: 1971 - 1985

Honoring our Veterans

photo 
unavailable

See our previous issue for additional veterans.

Borderland's Cafe Europa: Rochelle Saks, Rabbi Yisrael 
Greenberg, Rabbi Levi Greenberg

Apple, Honey Sticks, and Challah Distribution & Delivery: 
Frankie Lerner, Allison Mann, Fred and Judy Yellon, Violet 

Showery and family, Lisa Ann Rainey Waldock, Jeri 
Hallberg, Stuart Kanof, Susan May, Margie Hauptman

Jewish El Paso | www.jewishelpaso.org 
915-842-9554

7110 N Mesa St. El Paso, TX 79912

Todah Rabah – Thank you to 
Our Volunteers

Rabbi Ben Zeidman



On the anniversary of 
Kristallnacht, we look back on that 
fateful night, the horrific events 
that followed, and the lasting 
impact this moment of history 
carries for us.

In November 1938, the Nazis 
expelled thousands of Jews with 
Polish citizenship from Germany. 
Denied entry into Poland, they 

were stranded at the border. 
Among them were the parents 
of Herschel Grynszpan. Upon 
learning of their plight, Herschel, 
out of desperation, shot German 
diplomat, Ernst vom Rath, at the 
German embassy in Paris. 

The Nazi leadership capitalized 
on this single action by unleashing 
mob violence. Plans were already 
in place for a mass action against 
Jewish communities under Nazi 
control, the death of vom Rath a 
pretext for what was already in 
motion. On November 9, word 
was given for orchestrated riots by 
SA and Hitler Youth, but for them 
to appear to be “spontaneous” 
expressions of outrage. Nazis 
stormed into Jewish homes, 
dragging families into the streets, 
destroying countless homes and 
properties. Synagogues were 
burned, and Jewish cemeteries 

were desecrated. Over 30,000 
Jewish men were arrested and sent 
to concentration camps, and over 
100 Jewish people were killed. 
This night of terror was called 
Kristallnacht, Night of Broken 
Glass, because of the shattered 
glass that covered the streets from 
vandalized Jewish-owned property. 

Kristallnacht signaled a 
turning point. Up until now, the 
anti-Jewish laws, discriminations, 
and humiliations had made life 
miserable for Jewish communities 
under Nazi control. But now 
mass systematic violence 
was sanctioned by the Nazi 
government, and no Jewish life 
was safe. Kristallnacht also 
marked a turning point for the 
nations that condemned the actions 
of Nazi Germany in word only. 
No action was taken to curb this 
persecution. Immigration quotas 

remained unchanged. Sanctions 
against Germany were not carried 
out. Kristallnacht signaled to Hitler 
and his regime that there would 
be no consequences for their rabid 
antisemitism or escalation of 
violence against the Jewish people, 
from discrimination to pogrom to 
genocide. 

Eighty-four years later, we 
memorialize those lives destroyed 
on Kristallnacht, the attack on 
Jewish life and community, 
the years of mass murder that 
followed. And as we look back on 
this devastating time in history, 
we also challenge ourselves to 
respond to current injustices and 
to recognize our own role in this 
history: to bear witness, learn 
from the events of the past, and 
honor the lives of the victims 
and survivors by standing up for 
others.
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Jamie Flores, Executive Director, 
El Paso Holocaust Museum 

and Study Center

The Anniversary of Kristallnacht

El Paso Holocaust Museum’s 8th 
Annual Flights & Bites: 

Gin with a Twist

El Paso Holocaust Museum presents its 8th Annual Flights & Bites 
fall fundraiser: Gin with a Twist on Thursday, November 3. Join us 
for a fun, festive evening sampling flights of premium international 
gins, as well as tasty bites from favorite local food trucks. 
Entertainment includes live music with guitarist, Cesar Duran, and a 
wine & gift pull with unique items from local businesses, wine and 
spirits, and more! Tickets are $60 and include a flight of premium 
gins, dinner and dessert, a drink from the wine & signature cocktail 
bar, and more! Must be 21 years or older to purchase tickets. 
Online tickets available through November 2nd only. Tickets will be 
available at the door, but only until we sell out! 
EPHM will also keep its galleries open from 5:00pm – 7:00pm on 
November 3rd.
Proceeds from Gin with a Twist directly support the work and 
mission of El Paso Holocaust Museum to teach the history of the 
Holocaust in order to combat prejudice and intolerance through 
education, community outreach, and cultural activities. 

What: EPHM’s Flights & Bites: Gin with a Twist
When: Thursday, November 3, 6:00pm – 9:00pm
Where: El Paso Holocaust Museum, 715 N. Oregon
Tickets: $60.00 per person
Information: https://givesignup.com/TicketEvent/GinWithATwist 

Social & Personal

Mazel Tov – Congratulations to…
 Dina and Danny Hamicha on the birth of their granddaughter Sofia Mila Alyeshmerni - 

grandaughter of Dina and Danny Hamicha
Mark Blumenthal for being chosen as the Outstanding Ex of El Paso High School, Class of 1964

Yom Huledet Sameach - Happy Birthday to...
Lynn Kobren, Mark Hutman, Jack Peitzer, Max Intebi, Cindy Metrikin, Keith Myers, Scott Stein, Cliff 
Eisenberg, Stacy Berry, Darren Brown, Rochelle Saks, Jordan Freedman, Georgina Leanse-Escobar, 
Dana Frank, Charles Yates, Stuart Schwartz, Adam Frank, John Eger, Marcia Dahlberg, David Kern

Baruch Dayan haEmet – May G-d bring Comfort to...
David Ledeboer and family on the passing of Eleanor Ledeboer

Alan and Lori Gaman on the passing of Alan's mother Charlotte Gaman
Raymond Garmel of blessed memory, mother Cindy Rogers, stepmother Christine Blum, 

grandmother Emily Rogers, stepgrandmother Josh Blum, Seth Ross, Shalom Blum, Cooper Ross, 
Easton Ross, sister Evelyn Fox, Samuel Simon, Susie Pickens-Owens, Harriet Simon of blessed 

memory, 1st cousin to Sam Kobren on the passing of Marion Simon Garmel.

*To post your announcement please visit www.jewishelpaso.org/Announcement
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Learning to Change the World
by Leila Untereker 

Part of becoming a Jewish adult is giving tzedakah to my community. 
When I learned about the Jaffee Family NextGen Teen Philanthropy Fund at 
The Jewish Community Foundation of El Paso, I was excited because it is an 
opportunity to save up and donate my own money to charitable causes that I 
care about without having to rely on my parents. I am grateful 
to Temple Mount Sinai and the Jaffee Family for matching my 
initial contribution.  

To learn more about the Jaffee Family NextGen Teen 
Philanthropy Fund at The Jewish Community Foundation of 
El Paso contact Robert French, Executive Director, or Stuart 
Shiloff, President, at 915-842-9554. https://jcfep.org/teen-
philanthropy/.

By Louis Robbins
Meet Silver Medal Beach 

Volleyball Winners from 
the Maccabi Games that 
were held in Israel in July, 
Matthew Edwards, and his 
partner Josh.

Matt is the grandson of 
Dr. Louis and Marie Robbins 
of El Paso.  His parents are 
Rachel Robbins Edwards, 
daughter of Louis and Marie 

and John Edwards from Los 
Angeles, California.  Matt is 
18 years old and a Freshman 
at Cal Poly San Luis Obispo, 
California.  He has an older 
brother Jake, a Junior at SMU

Matt and Josh played 
on the United States Beach 
Volleyball Team at the 
Maccabi Games 2022 in 
Israel. Team Israel won the 
Gold Medal.  

Matt said his biggest 
thrill/accomplishment was 
to practice with the Israeli 
National Team

Good luck Matt in your 
future beach volleyball games 
and keep us posted on how 
you do.

Congratulations to proud 
grandparents Louis and 
Marie.

Securing Silver in Beach Volleyball
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Editorial Note
The Jewish Voice solicits submissions from our community of 
original opinions, and historical, cultural and religious articles.  
Each submission will be reviewed for content that may be 
considered inconsistent with the tenants of our mission. The 

Jewish Voice reserves the right to forbear from publishing 
content it deems potentially offensive.  The opinions expressed 
in this publication are those of the authors and do not reflect 
the opinions or views of Jewish El Paso. 
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