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REFLECTIONS

Exploring Jewish History of the Borderlands

ear friends, as you know I'm chairing the upcoming Society
D for Crypto-Judaic Studies (SCJS) 33rd annual conference

to be held here in El Paso, on August 13-15 at the El Paso
Convention Center. Speakers from across North America will present
papers on various aspects of crypto-Jewish history and research. The
theme “Exploring Jewish History of the Borderlands” encourages
papers on other related topics as well. The two and a-half day
program includes meals, relevant films, presentations in the arts, and
entertainment. Our very own Rabbi Stephen Leon alongside Peter
Svarzbein, David Mariscal Varela and myself will be presenting on El
Paso Heritage among other great topics.

The conference begins Sunday afternoon August 13, 2023 with a
genealogy workshop featuring Arturo Cuellar and Genie Milgrom,
following a pre-conference bus excursion viewing highlights along
the Camino Real trade route and ending at Los Portales Museum.
Keynote speaker and honoree is Dr. Sylvia Hamui Sutton from
Mexico City. Musical entertainment will be provided by musician
Robyn Helzner presenting “The Key to the Casa”, sights and sounds of
Medieval Spain.

Twice a year SCJS wrap amazing stories in the remarkable
Hal.apid Magazine that goes to all members of the Society. The
current issue will be available for you to see in the Jewish El Paso’s
Weekly Newsletter. It is a very engaging and informative issue and
covers all the information about the conference, I hope you'll enjoy
it!

By Marla Cohen
Executive Director, Jewish El Paso

By Blanca Carrasco,
Co-Chair Socieaty for Crypto-Judaic
Studies (SCJS)

I invite you to consider attending the full conference and
pre-conference events. If not possible, you can attend specific events,
or panels (a la carte options). The event is open to all. For conference
information and registration go to cryptojews.com. I humbly ask that
you help us reach out to more people interested in the amazing topic
of crypto-Jews.

Looking forward to seeing you at the conference.

El Pasoans
Elected to
Texas Jewish
Historical
Soclety

Susan Goodman Novick

Joyce Davidoff

SUSAN NOVICK has
been elected as Vice President
of the Texas
Jewish Historical Society; also,
Joyce Davidoff will serve on the
Board of Trustees 2023 - 2025.

Susan Goodman Novick is a
Certified Archivist and among
her many civic duties she
serves on the Smith College
Board of Trustees.

JOYCE DAVIDOFF is a
native El Pasoan and has served
on many boards and leadership
positions in El Paso.

The Jewish Voice of El Paso, published six times a year, is dedicated
to informing, educating, and uniting the Jewish community by providing
news items of local, national, Israeli and international concern.
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“Exploring the Crypto-judaic
History of the Borderlands”

Society August 13-15, 2023
for El Paso
Crypto-judaic Convention
Studies 0 Center
33rd E and
Annual P\cm Paso del Norte
Conference Hotel /

ﬂoin us for this historic event Open to everyone interested in

bringing together academics, Jewish, Texas or Southwestern
historians, and descendants history.
for exciting panels, lectures,

entertainment, and more. Takes place at the

El Paso Convention Center

Pre-conference events include

Temple Mount Sinai  f/
Since 1898

-
4 R
.
CONNECTING EL PASO: RUCES
Friends of
- the Library
Canter for

For more information
contact conference director

Blanca Carrasco
epjf.bcarrasco@gmail.com

SOCIETY FOR CRYPTO-JUDAIC STUDIES
2023 Conference * August 13-15 * El Paso Convention Center & Paso del Norte Hotel

a historic guided tour of the Full Conference Registration
Camino Real Trail and mission sites, = 5275 —
an outstanding genealogy includes all meals, a musical
workshop, and a Saturday night film concert, and all lectures
fest featuring two related films. Single Days also availablcj
/ MANY THANKS TO OUR COMMUNITY SPONSORS AND SUPPORTERS
JEWISH
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The Cherry Hill School 2nd
Grade Desert Adventure Trip

he weekend of May 5th (14th
I Iyar, 5783), the second grade
Cherry Hill School class and their
families went on a weekend camping trip
to City of Rocks State Park, New Mexico.
Siblings were included and Ms. Brynn
the 2nd grade teacher and Morah Sammy
the Judaics/Hebrew teacher joined them.
| This trip was planned by the parents
| because the school’s current unit is
living organisms, and the 2nd grade’s
primary focus is the desert habitat. This trip acted as the capstone project for the
unit.

The weekend kicked off with a beautiful shabbat under the stars followed by
smores, a dessert around the bonfire. Several of the parents had never camped
before, and everyone worked together to ensure tents were properly set up. The next
day everyone hiked with a tour guide where he showed us a hole in the rock that
was created by a mortar and pestle by some group years ago. There were certified
petroglyphs throughout the rocks, the one everyone saw was a jackrabbit. After the
hike, the group was able to see rock paintings of Kokopelli. Later that day, there was
a kosher hot dog BBQ along with a potluck of delicious sides. The group then drove
to the hot springs where we had a private reservation all set up for us. The evening
ended with a beautiful Havdalah service under the stars, followed by another smores
dessert around the bonfire. This was
truly a unique experience for all, and
special bonding time mnot just for the
kids, but the parents as well. This trip
emphasizes the growth of our school’s kehillah /
community and how far we have come since
TCHS opened at the peak of covid in 2020. The
hope is that this trip will become an annual
tradition for both students and parents to look
forward to each year.

‘86th Annual Meeting
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Leeds School of Business, UC
Boulder

Harry Blake graduated from the
Leeds School of Business at UC
Boulder. Already gainfully
employed at “Empower”(Finan-
cials) in Denver beginning next
month.

Congratulations

Graduates!

8th grade graduation.

Samuel Westermann is gradu-
ating 8th grade at Brown Middle
School and will attend El Paso
High in the fall. He looks forward
to participating in band, base-
ball and three magnet programs:
AP Capstone, Dual language and
STEM.
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TISHA B°AV JEWISH EL PASOD
Sinat Hinam and Speaking Up 2023

everal years ago, I had the
S opportunity to observe the rabbinic holiday
of Tisha b’Av - the Ninth day of the Hebrew
month of Av, in Jerusalem.
The ninth-the tisha-of
Av, is the date on which
. we mourn the destruction
of the first and second
| temples. We also mark
that date as the date of the
expulsion of the Jews from

Spain.
The observance  of
Tisha b’Av is a hard sell for
progressive Jews. Most of us cannot fathom
a return to sacrificing animals as a means of
communicating with The Divine. So what does
a Reconstructionist rabbi do on Tisha b’Av?
There is still great value in joining with the
Jewish People, and observing holidays, following
halachot (Jewish law) and participating in
prayer, even when the words of those prayers
touch us differently than most. So that night I
decided to begin my Tisha b’Av observance on
the Tayelet, a garden/path from which you can
see all of the Old City and surrounding modern

Jerusalem.

Many different groups had assembled in
circles at the Tayelet, flashlights illuminating
the words of Eicha - Lamentations, the voices of
the chanters raised in mournful pitch. There on
the Tayelet I found the Israel most beautiful to
me, each group chanting at its own pace, some
lead by women, some by men, some dressed in
conservative, religious clothing, and some in
shorts and t-shirts.

One group consisted of high school teenagers,
BBYO - B’nai Brith youth leaders from across the
United States. After the teens finished chanting
Lamentations, they did an activity in which each
had an actual puzzle piece, cut from a map of
Israel. On the back of each piece the
students had to write an aspect of Israel that most
touched them. When all the puzzle pieces were

By Rabbi Evette Lutman,
Temple Beth-El, Las Cruces

assembled, the map became a true represen-
tation of the tolerance and Jewish diversity
possible in Israel.

On the day of Tisha b’Av, many yeshivot did
special learning dedicated to the holiday. I
chose to go to Pardes, an egalitarian orthodox
learning center, for a lecture by Rabbi Gideon
Sylvester, “The Sounds Of Rabbinic Silence”.
The teaching that afternoon was about the story
of Kamtza and barKamtza.

A paraphrase from Talmud Bavli, Masechet
Gittin, 55b-56a:

There was a certain man whose
friend was named Kamtza and whose
enemy was named barKamtza. This
man once made a large feast, inviting
many local dignitaries, scholars and
rabbis. The Host asked his servant
to invite the man’s friend, Kamt-
za, to the feast. The servant mistak-
enly invited his enemy barKamtza.
When the host found barKamtza sit-
ting at the feast, the host proclaimed
barKamtza an enemy out loud, ex-
claiming, “What then do you want
here? Arise and leave!” BarKamtza
asked to stay, and offered to indem-
nify the Host by paying for whatev-
et} he gte and drank].ofWhjn the H})st
refused BarKamtza offered to pay for
one-half of the feast - and itpwas a
mighty big feast. Again the Host re-
fused. BarKamtza made one last try,
offering to pay for the entire feast.
Refusing, the Host took barKamtza
by his hand, stood him up, and took
him out.

Through a long series of twists and turns, the
shame barKamtza experienced resulted in the
destruction of the Temple by Rome.

In exploring this topic of shame, the speaker

referenced the MaHaRSHA, who focused not on
what the host said, or what BarKamtza said. He
focused instead on what the Rabbis said. In the
face of all this disgrace, the Rabbis said nothing.
And barKamtza most certainly noticed their
silence.

Our speaker offered:

“Perhaps we can say that they did not protest
because they were not able to. It is also possible
that they did not protest because of the flattery
which became strong in that generation.”

Perhaps each individual rabbi did not want
to risk opposing the host because of fear of
reprisal against them. Would he who raised his
voice lose financial support? Or the respect of
his colleagues?

As rabbis our drive to stand up against
injustice and oppression must be stronger than
the fear of being outcast. We must raise our
voices despite the cost. If not, our silence
gives consent to the offence just as surely as in
the story of Kamtza & barKamtza.

As I write this article, Pride month has just
begun in Israel. I have participated in pride
marches there, and witnessed the hatred, and
feces hurled at the marchers, hurled at me.
Several individuals lost their lives while
marching. It’'s not just members of the gay
community who march in Israel, the United
States and around the world. Straight Allies of
the gay community march as well. My favorite
protest sign was carried by such an ally. The
mother of a gay child wrote, “Ha ben sheli homo
- az mah?!” “My son is gay - SO WHAT?!!”

For my part, I hope to continue to be a

rabbi who speaks up and helps break down
stereotypes. I hope to encourage leaders within
my congregation, who are already urging others
to use their voices and take a stand. Human
rights, hunger, poverty, homelessness, the
differently abled, domestic violence - there’s
no lack of work ahead of us. This Tisha b’Av let’s
replace sinat hinam with ahava - love, and
rededicate ourselves to that work.

Here is a Photo
You Should See

By Rabbi Evette Lutman,
Temple Beth-El, Las Cruces

et me describe this photo cap-
L tured in the summer of 1987 at a
“Farbrengen” at Lubavitch World
Headquarters. “Farbrengen” is the sim-
ple Yiddish word for gathering, but in
the  250-year-old
Chabad  lexicon
it represents the
idea of Jews co-
ming together
and  connecting
on multiple levels
through  Chassi-
dic discussion,
soulful tunes and
brotherly toasts of
L'chaim over glas-
ses of wine or vodka.

When the Rebbe assumed the Chabad
leadership after the passing of the Pre-
vious Rebbe, the Farbrengens he held
frequently on Shabbat, Jewish and Chas-
sidic holidays and at times randomly
served as his platform to communicate
with the world. He taught unique inno-
vations in all levels of Torah scholarship,
launched multiple campaigns aimed at
transforming the Jewish landscape and
shared his approach to critical issues fa-

cing the global Jewish community and
humanity at large.

In attendance were thousands of
people from across the social spectrum.
World leaders, pulpit rabbis, business-
men, activists, rabbinical students and
curious observers. But this photo reveals
a demographic one would never expect
to find at such a gathering; dozens of
children - on the dais no less!

They were usually hidden from the
crowd Dby the table, but in this photo
taken from behind the dais as the Rebbe
gestured a greeting to one of the guests
sitting behind him, you can see how clo-
se these children were to the Rebbe as he
communicated to the world. Rather than
being a nuisance, they were encouraged
to attend even though they were unable
to follow the Rebbe’s talks at all.

Much has been written describing
the Rebbe’s personal greatness, charis-
ma, leadership, scholarship and impact
on the world, but the core of the Rebbe’s
mission can be summed up in the Zoha-
ric description of Moses the first Jewish
leader - a shepherd of faith.

As Moses guided the Israelites throu-
gh the desert, they experienced miracles
on a daily basis. Surrounded by divine
clouds and nourished by heavenly bread
and water flowing from a rock, the Is-
raelites lacked no proof of G-d. But their
faith needed to be nurtured so that when
they entered the Promised Land and the
daily miracles ceased, their faith would
permeate every fiber of their being and
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every aspect of their lives.

When the late Shimon Peres visited
the Rebbe he later shared that on every
subject the Rebbe displayed brilliant
depth, but when speaking of faith he
spoke like a five-year-old child.

Faith is the core of our identity and
must be nurtured at every juncture of
life. For the Rebbe, communicating the
deepest Torah thoughts or addressing
major world crises were all expressions
of his role in making our inherent faith
more relevant and applicable. In this ca-
pacity, children are as important as vene-
rable sages in their eighties.

Thursday, the Third of Tammuz, June
22 marks 29 years from the Rebbe’s pas-
sing, yet the Rebbe continues to nurtu-
re our faith through his teachings pub-
lished in hundreds of books, preserved
in thousands of hours of audio and video
recordings now available in multiple
languages, online as well. I encourage
you to visit www.therebbe.org and avail
yourself of this treasure which continues
to transform and empower millions to
make our world a better place, preparing
it for the ultimate redemption through
Moshiach.
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JEWISH
COMMUNITY
RELATIONS
COUNCIL

EL PASO-
LAS CRUCES

Legislative Round Up

%X

ewish El Paso submits this correction to our article "Legislative Round Up,

published in the June/July 2023 issue of The Jewish Voice. This article was mistakenly
published as an editorial piece written by an individualmember of our board. This was an
error. This piece should have been published as a statement issued by the JCRC committee of
Jewish El Paso, and should not be attributed to any individual member. In conjunction with
this piece, we published a request for our members to contact their legislators to oppose
certain bills. This request to contact legislators was also published in error, and is hereby
wholly retracted.

Roberta L. Fennig D.O.
@ Psychiatry and Osteopathic
Manual Therapy
=05 ; e L (omes _
N A Location: 1300 Country Club
VE Order/ by We‘dnesday, August 2 Suite A
E‘"’ '2““ Santa Teresa, NM 88008
; anta leresa,
D_ellv%:y Monday _Aug/Hst 28 4 /* By Appointiment Only
&Evéwﬁz%/'*f‘f"‘ L &l /’ Phone: 915 494-1237

Wa £ AN \w\“‘l Fax: 575 589-1799
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Five Locations Throughout El Paso and Las Cruces
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TEXAS JEWISH HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

JOURNEY TO CUBA

ctober 25 - November 1, 2023
You will make a difference in the lives of our Cuban

brothers and sisters. Join your fellow members, family,
and friends on this insightful trip of cultural discovery and hu-
manitarian effort. We will have experiences offered to few tra-
velers to this tropical island nation.

And you will experience Cuba - Cuban culture’s vibrancy and
vitality is alive. Cuba is old, some of it is destroyed, and it feels
as though time has stopped. But it is full of life from the aroma
of cooking food, to the warmth of the people, to the rhythm in
the way people move, to the sound of music in the air.... and the
crack of the bat!

Baseball is Cuba’s passion and national sport - Your guide
will make every effort to find a game and make it available to
you.

DEPOSIT AND REGISTRATION MUST BE RECEIVED BY JUNE
15TH

Land Portion: Double occupancy per person: $3,209; Single
occupancy: $3,549

Optional Group Air per person - Houston-Havana-Houston:
$ 565 - limited seats

For complete itinerary and registration forms please see tx-
jhs.org or email: worldpassage@gmail.com

REBECCA MENDEZ, PROGRAM & ENGAGEMENT
COORDINATOR, JEWISH EL PASO

Programs: Past, Present, and
New Journeys

gagement Coordinator of this organization through this time of

change. I want to take this time
to recap on the great events and
programming starting back in June
2022 and up to May 2023.

As an organization, we were able
to navigate the COVID-19 pandemic
and really begin to jump back in to
in-person community events in El
Paso and Las Cruces with our mon-
thly programs: Borderland’s Café
Europa, ElPasoConnect, and PJ Li-
brary. The Fall and Winter schedule
added Shofar Across Borders, Vete-
ran’s Day Shabbaton on Fort Bliss,
and Chanukah at the Plaza.

Moving into 2023, our office said
goodbye to our former Executive
Director and welcomed Ms. Monika
Kimball, Immediate Past President,
as our Interim Executive Director. We continued on with our monthly
programming, hosted candidates for the Executive Director position,
and planned for our Celebrate Israel @75 event.

Celebrate Israel @75 saw about 200 attendees and included special
guests: students from the Jewish Center for Early Learning and the
Cherry Hill School; a keynote address by Peter Svarzbein, the ADL
Community Engagement Manager for the Southwest Region; and
an educational musical performance by Camerata del Sol. It was a
great evening with wonderful food and beverages by Adrovino’s De-
sert Crossing and Salma Farrah, birthday cake, a photobooth, and gift
bags. Thank your to our sponsors for making this event possible: Me-
linda and Meyer Marcus Family Foundation, Cliff & Martha Eisenberg,
Anthony (Tony) & Robin Furman, and Gerald (Jerry) & Stanlee Rubin. I
would like to thank our committee co-chairs (Stephanie Calvo, Blanca
Carrasco, and Audrey Lavi) &amp; volunteers (Margie Hauptman and
Noel Hollowell-Small) for their generous time &amp; effort in during
the event.

I am happy to welcome Marla Cohen as our new Executive Direc-
tor, and am excited to start this new journey in our organization and
in programming. While programming takes a summer break, we be
reviewing all of our programs to grow and improve as well as create
new programming that will be of great interest to our community. We
continue to collaborate and support our community partners, so plea-
se stay tuned to our Weekly Newsletter and Community calendar for
their events.

On behalf of our staff, thank you so much for your support. We
wish you a fun summertime and we hope to see you in the fall!

I t has been a true honor and privilege to be the Program & En-

EL PASO HOLOCAUST MUSEUM AND
STUDY CENTER PRESENTS:

Speaking Up! Confronting Hate Speech
Special Exhibition

1 Paso Holocaust Museum and Study Center is proud to host the special exhibition: Speaking Up! -
EConfronting Hate Speech, curated by Holocaust Museum Houston. This exhibition underscores the
ways in which words can lead to genocide, war crimes, and crimes against humanity. The exhibition
provides historical and current examples drawing out the connection between speech and the commission
of atrocities, while examining the strategies that might be deployed to counter what we call “hate speech.”
Speaking Up! focuses on three key questions: Is there a connection between hate speech, hate
crimes, and atrocities? How does hate speech divide societies politically? How does hate speech contribute to
polarization among people? By answering these questions this exhibit shows how hate speech can have
many potential indirect effects. If adopted broadly hate speech can lead to several outcomes such as
discrimination and persecution. It can also lead to and directly incite violence. Examples include the
Holocaust, the Rwandan Genocide, recent attacks against Asian American Pacific Islander and LGBTQ+
communities, current antisemitic and white supremacist activity.

Speaking Up! is a bilingual exhibition and suitable for ages 12 and above, due to mature content. The
exhibition is free and available for tours during Museum hours: Tuesday-Friday, 9:00am-5:00pm, and
Saturday 1:00-5:00pm. The exhibition will be hosted by El Paso Holocaust Museum through August 30, 2023.

Speaking Up! as presented at EPHM is sponsored by the Jewish Community Foundation of El Paso,
Union Pacific Foundation, and El Paso Community Foundation.

Speaking Up! Confronting Hate Speech is curated by Holocaust Museum Houston in partnership with
Leora Kahn, Ph.D.; PROOF: Media for Social Justice; David J. Simon, Director, Genocide Studies Program,
Yale University; and the Genocide Center in Johannesburg, South Africa.

»,
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EL PASO HOLOCAUST MUSEUM AND STUDVY CENTER"®S
Annual Summer Camp

oin EPHM during its annual summer camp: July 10-14, 9:00am - 12:00pm. - a week of fun learning

about kindness, anti-bullying, acceptance, and diversity through hands-on activities and projects. Kids

will learn about heroes their age, and how everyone can make a difference and be an Upstander, no
matter their age! Each day includes art, writing, and other interactive forms of learning and team building.
Kids will receive a camp t-shirt, snacks, supplies, and will celebrate with a pizza party at the end of the week!
For ages 8-12. Registration is $50; $40 for Museum Members or siblings. Scholarships are available. Contact
MaryLou Rocha for more information: 915-351-0048 / marylou@elpasoholocaustmuseum.org

){}ir

EL PASO
HOLOCAUST )\7
MUSEUM

AND STUDY CENTER

July 10th-14th

Week-long fun of learning about
kindness, acceptance, and how
to be a hero!

CAMP T-SHIRT
SNACKS
SUPPLIES
PIZZA PARTY!
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NEED PRINTING?

WE ARE A FULL SERVICE
PRINTING SHOP

208 Octavia St. « El Paso, TX 79901
915.544.6688 « www.pdxprinting.com

1

Congregation
B'nai Zion

Presents:

r00D

\ FOR FRIENDS

Providing delicious,
nutritious, weekly
kosher meals. Available
for pick up or delivery.
$11.00 each medl,
$12.00 quart of soup,

OPEN TO ALL MEMBERS
OF THE COMMUNITY.
FUNDING IS AVAILABLE
FOR THOSE WHO HAVE A
FINANCIAL NEED.
REQUESTS WILL REMAIN
PRIVATE.

Funded by a grant
from The Jewish
Community
Foundation of

Greater El Paso.
Order by 4:30 PM Thursday for the following week’s menu

Curbside pick up weekly from 11:30 AM - 1:00 PM Wednesday
Delivery available for those without transportation for a fee of
$5.00 in zip codes 79902, 79912, 79922 and 79932.

Funding is available on an “as-needed” basis. Requests will
remain confidential. Contact Cindy Salas. @ (915) 833-2222 or
email: programs@chbzep.org.

JOIN US FOR
EL PASO'S PREMIER MULTISPORT EVENT
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EAGLE IN THE SUN TRIATHLON HAS INTRODUCED THOUSANDS TO THEIR FIRST TRIATHLON. NOW ENTERING ITS 14TH YEAR, THE RACE

IS A FAVORITE FOR NEW AND EXPERIENCED ATHLETES ALIKE AND WELCOMES RELAY TEAMS IN ADDITION TO INDIVIDUAL COMPETITORS.

THE EVENT HAS MULTIPLE RACE OPTIONS: SPRINT TRIATHLON, AQUABIKE, BIKE-RUN, RUN/WALK, AND 2 & 3-PERSON RELAY TEAMS.

SAVE THE DATE

08-27-23

SUNDAY

August 27, 2023
7TAM-11AM

LOCATION
Ascarate Pool
6900 DELTA DR,

EL PASO, TX 79905

MEET OUR 2023 SPONSORS!

L 3 00
L > o g (©

) ;
GYN PATH VvIiga

TEXAS TECH s
PHYSICIANS SOLAR IVITALIT
— OF ELPASO — oL

JOIN US AS A SPONSOR OR RACE DAY EXHIBITOR VISIT
RACEELPASO.COM/SPONSOR

RIVER OAKS

PROPERTIES
915225 5700

- Iy e S
v t1
erOaksproper

NOW LEASING

GREAT RETAIL SPACE
THROUGHOUT EL PASO

215-225-5700

Hadassah El Paso Chapter invites you to join us for a
] inf ‘ discussion

Hybrid - El Paso, Texas or Via Zoom
(address provided upon registration)

An Assortment of Panelists from the ADL, FBI, and more.
Moderated by Rita Shapiro, Hadassah National Antisemitism Co-Chair

Toregister, scan the QR Code or visit

events.hadassah.org/AddressingAntisemitism
Bz

HADASSAH
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JFNA Update: White House National Strategy to Fight Antisemitism & Other Updates
From the Desk of Shira Hutt, Executive Vice President, Jewish Federations of North America

The Biden Administration released its much-awaited national strategy for combating antisemitism. Jewish Federations
have been working directly with the White House on multiple priority issues areas in the new strategy, which in-
cludes more than 200 policy plans and recommendations.

The plan puts the mainstream International Holocaust Remembrance Association (IHRA) definition of antisemitism, for
which Jewish Federations have been strong advocates, front and center, but also mentions the Nexus definition, which
holds that applying double standards to Israel and singling it out for criticism are not inherently antisemitic.

For a full summary, statements, a FAQ on the IHRA definition, background information, action steps, and other tools,
please see our resource sheet here.

Jewish Federations have supported and uplifted the IHRA definition for many years and in many ways, including helping
lead a coalition of 176 global organizations to support IHRA at the United Nations.

On Tuesday, Jewish Federations sent our letter about wrongfully-detained Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkov-
ich to Secretary of State Tony Blinken. The Jewish community stands with Evan and his family in his plight in Russia.
More than 80 Federations and JCRCs signed the letter, along with nearly 350 individuals from our communities. Thank
you to those who signed on. Click here to view the letter.

Last month, federal agencies announced how they will implement both the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) and the Infra-
structure Investment and Jobs Act (IlJA). Jewish Federations and our partners are working to ensure that Jewish nonprof-
its can access funding for energy efficiency upgrades and other climate-related initiatives. Our partner, Adamah, will
host a webinar on Thursday, June 15 at 1 pm ET to educate organizations about these funding opportunities and how
to apply. Click here to register.

For additional updates and reminders, please see below.

Investing in LGBTQ+ Mental Health and Wellbeing: Join Jewish Federations on Tuesday, May 30 at 1 pm ET for

an open, interactive conversation about investing in LGBTQ+ Jews and their loved ones’ mental health and wellbeing

in Jewish spaces. Jewish communal professionals and lay leaders will come away with a deeper understanding of the
mental health issues and needs of the LGBTQ+ Jewish community. LGBTQ Jews, their loved ones, and professionals who
serve them will gain knowledge of resources available to them and feel empowered to engage with those resources.
Register here.

Drone Show in Chicago for Israel’s 75th Birthday: The Chicago United Fund is sponsoring “A Celebration in the Sky,”
an Israel-themed show featuring 500 drones. Watch via livestream or in-person on Tuesday, June 13 at 9:15 pm CT as
the drones lift off from the lakefront. Details will be confirmed upon RSVP. Register here. For more information, please
contact Daniel Goldwin at 312-357-4770 or jcrc1@juf.org.

Second Annual Active Aging Convening: Join B3 The Jewish Boomer Platform for the second national convening
focused on active aging in Jewish life. On Wednesday, June 14, from 11 am-4 pm ET, we will explore new active aging
program models that offer opportunities to find purpose, connection, and community. Jewish Federations are proud to
partner with B3 The Jewish Boomer Platform and the Marlene Meyerson JCC Manhattan/Wechsler Center for Modern
Aging. Click here to register. Please reach out to Elan Kramer with any questions.

Mandel Supervision Trainings: The Mandel Center for Leadership Excellence is offering all Federation professionals
another series of supervision training programs at no cost. These trainings are being led by Rachel Wallins; the final ses-
sion will take place on Thursday, June 15. Topics include how to manage employees’ performance through feedback
and coaching, how to manage conflict, and how to create effective performance reviews. To register, click here and for
more information, reach out to Jessica Balboni.

Mandel Executive Leadership Program: The Mandel Institute for Nonprofit Leadership is pleased to announce open
applications for Cohort V (2024-2025) of the Executive Leadership Program. The Executive Leadership Program is an
18-month fellowship designed to prepare outstanding mid-career professionals for senior leadership roles. The Mandel
Institute covers travel and program expenses. Candidates must reside in the U.S. or Canada. Applications are due on
Thursday, June 15. For questions, please reach out to Liz Fisher.

Virtual Orientation + Beyond for Summer Interns: Please invite your local Federation summer interns to a three-part
virtual series where they will meet other interns from across North America, learn more about the Federation system,
and explore future careers in the Jewish community. The first session will take place on Tuesday, June 20 at 1 pm

ET. This webinar will provide an orientation to the Federation system and will connect Federation interns across North
America. More information and registration can be found here. Contact Rebecca Ruberg with any questions.

Virtual Orientation for Newly-Hired Professionals: Please encourage new hires to attend our upcoming virtual ori-

entation scheduled for Tuesday, August 1 at 1 pm ET. More information and registration can be found here. We have
also designed several resources to support new professionals that can be accessed here. Please share with your team
and with all new hires. Contact Rebecca Zuck Sowers with any questions.

Cabinet Alumni Reunion: All Cabinet Alumni are invited to the Cabinet Alumni Reunion, to be held from October 12-
15, 2023, at the Fairmont Mission Inn & Spa Sonoma. This gathering will bring together our alumni for the first time in
ten years! Programming will include a variety of keynote presenters, breakouts based on affinity groups, lots of time

to socialize, and explorations of the wine country. This event is not open to current Cabinet members or to Federation
professionals. Registration information can be found here. Please refer to these FAQs with any questions, or contact Jill
Kaplan.
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eLoree Furman.........ccccccueeee.
oSteven Spivack .......c.c.....
eRon Blumenfeld..................
eMichaelresa Cherno .........
eBruce Gulbas .........ccoeuneee.
eBarbara Varela ...................
eLolli SCOtt wvverrrrrrrrrinne.
oSteven Alper ................
oRita Silverman .................
«Viola Wiener.....................
eMichele Taylor .........cccc......
«Bernard Goldberg ...............
eHal Marcus .....ccoceovurrerunnee.
oTammy Karch .......ccccc..cc..
«Annalie Rollins....................
eRebecca Shiloff ..................
eMorris Reiter .......cccceeeene
oIrene Oppenheimer-........
«Sylvia Cohen ........cccccouueee
«Chaim Silverstein ..........
eDan Sonnen .................
«Martha Eisenberg ............
eMerton Goldman ...........
eEdward Jacobson ...........
oPatricia Hutman .............
oSandy Peitzer ..........ccoc......
«Nathan Stevens ................
«Emily Heydemann ............
eGloria Lavis ......ccocoevreennee
«Rose Lillian Falcon ..........
«Kristin Kimmelman ..........
eLinda Corral ...........c..........
eDavidKimmelman ...........
oJoseph Charter .................
«Carol Molloy ........cccccouuece.
«Stanlee Rubin .................
oSuzi Aaronson .................
«Dr. Larry Lesser ..............
«William Radcliffe ...........
«Ruth Ellen Jacobson .........
eDaniel Eiland ...................
eAnnette Stone ...........c........
«Nancy Shiloff ....................
eLaura Corral ........cccoue...
«Pollie Toren ........ccccceueveeee
eGrace Bir ......ccceevvuruenenene.
«Sandra Aaronson ............

Birthday!

JULYVY
eRachael Leonhardt ..............
eBlanca Carrasco

eMyer Lipson .........ccccceueueee
SR G N ———————
eJimmy Spier ...
oSteve LansKi .......cccecevevennnene
eBarbara Berliner

SROSEES ChICGUCINS S,
oJoshua Swartz ........cceeue...
«Shelby Rubin ........cccccuuueeee
eEdward Goldman ...............
eDora Jean Margolis .............
eJanice Glickstein ..................
oSteven Burman ........ccc.....
e Avi Kotkowski ........cccceueenee
oPaige Teplitz .......ccccoccvueunvee
eLeah Chayes ......ccccocoecevuennee.
eRobert Krasne ....................
eLauren Fenenbock .............
eDeborah L. Benedict.........
eRobert Shiloff ..................
sRandySEentel SR
eJan Dreher.........ccccovuenene...
eDavid Leffman ...................
eAnne Spier.......cccoeeeecucnee.
eLauren Eisenberg ..............
eBrenda Ehrlich ..................
eMartin Simonsen ..............
eArthur Leeser ....................
eBernadette Banda

eDon Brown .......cccceevueuneee
@i [T o {7 —
S aTatSTnilof ST
eMaumi Villarreal ..............
eJanice Crossland ................
«Sandi Kahn Carpenter .....
«Charlotte Roth ..................
*Amy Goldfarb ..................
«Pat Crawford - Lama ........
oJody Klein ......c.ccovcueunence.
eSarah Williams .................
OIS IRETEIT oxeantioroios
eDeborah G. Hamlyn.........
eNaomi Estrada ..................
OLEIE QNS coxommabooens
«Olivia Chavez ...................
«Ed Solomon .....................
eBoris Kaim ......cccoeveeernenneee
eMarilyn Silverstein............
eDebra Pazos...........ccou.......
eRobin Furman

eMarshall Berry
oIra and Irene Batt ..............
eMalka Sidransky ................
oPeter Shugart ........ccccoeeee.
eNancy Rothschild ............

eAarone Sidransky ..............
«RichardKaufman ...............
oJaime Kimmelman ............
«Rachelle Gomolsky ...........
oCheryl Karp ...ccccooeeveunneee

oPatricia Holderman ..........
eErin Pazos ...
oGregory Kligman ..............
«Mendle Goldberg ..............
oJudi Keller.........cccovnenee.
elgnacio Ramos ...................
eRick Ot w.ovueveeicreieinnee

oLizabeth Fraker ...............




12June/July 2023

A

775V

A YEARS

Celebrate
ISRAEL
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Thank You!

Sponsors:

Melinda and Meyer Marcus
Family Foundation

Cliff & Martha Eisenberg
Anthony (Tony) & Robin Furman
Gerald (Jerry) & Stanlee Rubin

Special Guests:

Jewish Center for Early Learning
Cherry Hill School
Peter Svarzbein

(ADL Community Engagement Manager for the
Southwest Region)

Camerata del Sol

Committee Co-Chairs:
Stephanie Calvo
Blanca Carrasco

Audrey Lavi

Volunteers:
Margie Hauptman
Noel Hollowell-Small





